
My friend Leon
by Luc Barbier, 1er ES1

           Dear Alicia, Cell n°2234 13/09/2012

This may seem abnormal for me to write you only now but please don’t be mad with 
me, it’s only because I have never written letters to anyone before, so I am a little ashamed. 
But I finally learnt how write a little better in the library. You’re a lucky lil sister you’re the first 
person I write to. There’s no computer in here for me so I had to go back to more simple 
methods : letters. I hope you have more things to tell than me as for me nothing here is good
in my daily life, just daily problems that I’ve learnt to get used to with time. 

Dear Elliot 24 Jump street, 21/09/2012

You’re telling me that you haven’t written to me this whole time because you don’t 
know how to write letters, only email? Am I supposed to feel honored that I am the first 
person you write to? I want you to write me more often,understood ?!

Dear Alicia, Cell n°2234 29/09/2012

This may sound crazy but it is actually nice to think of you being angry at me. I 
actually miss it but unfortunately I can only write to you twice a week. I hope that everybody 
at home is doing fine. They moved me to another cell, and now I also have a new room 
mate. His name is Leon and  he’s been sentenced for six years and I still haven’t figured out 
why yet. But he doesn't seem to be very talkative but I don’t really mind, it’s not a problem. 
But you know, when you’re trapped between four walls it helps to have someone else to talk 
to otherwise you can lose your mind I get a special treatment here, and since they found out 
that I have a mental disorder, they were able to shorten my time in jail, unlike my friends... 
miss them a lot and I hope we’ll meet again in couple of years and that we will be able to 
laugh about the times when we were young and that we were able to actually get away with 
this. Well, they did..Anyways I’m waiting impatiently for your visit on Monday.

 Bring me home made cake that mom makes  so well and if you can, come with Shayla. 

Dear Elliot 24 Jump street, 02/10/2012

Ok I’m coming on monday evening with mom’s cake but your little sister is not ready 
to come. She’s still angry with you and I can understand that the loss of her brother must be 
hard for her. Tell me about this Leon. I’m glad you’re making friends in there, it’s good to 
have company. What do the doctors advise you ? Are you taking medicines ? Please Elliot 
do what they want you to do without questioning their methods. The judge says that you 
might be able to come out in 3 or 4 years if your behavior is at their expectations. When you 
will get out of prison don’t even think about computers, cut the crap. If you continue hacking I
swear to god I will cut your hands off myself ! At least promise me that..We always miss you 
here. Kisses from all of us.



Until next monday

Dear Alicia                                                                         Cell n°2234 08/10/

It is the third day I spend with Leon and he still hasn’t spoken. Despite my many attempts to 
make him talk he hasn’t said a word. Oh! I never told you what he looked like did I?! He is a 
tall Afro-american. He’s got dreadlocks  and he’s always with a book in his hand and a pen in
the the other.He must enjoy writing a lot because that is all he does all day. 

Dear Alicia

Day four, I think that Leon is a mute, Every day I discover more and more about him, I 
helped him find something at the library and when I did and he started to communicate with 
me, he wrote on his book “thanks doe”.  I’m really happy with that he showed me this sign of 
kindness because I was scared that he found me annoying or that he didn’t like me much.

Now I can don’t have to count the days until Leon and I become friends, because now we 
are sharing his book and I know it means something because it seems to mean a lot to him 
and not something he would usually share with others. It’s a very normal way to make 
friends but the fact that he is weird make me appreciate him even more.

On Leon’s Book

Thanks Doe, My name is Leon and you?

Yo my name is Elliot why are you mute man ?

Because I’m deaf bro, and I prefer to write to people

That’s good to know...no  That’s sad .. I mean first I was scared, I thought that  you were

ignoring me.

No, bro I wasn’t.

Ok , I heard that you are going to be here for 5 years, Can I ask you why ?

I will tell  you one day but not for the moment, It is time for lunch .come with me man  so I

can show you a few tricks I have up my sleeve to get more food as I have already been in jail

before.



Dear Alicia 

 I know he likes to ask himself questions about the universe, deep subjects like love, reasons
of life, relationships , TV shows  etc…). He has become a part of my perfect routine, I  wake 
up at 6 and we usually go watch a game at the basketball court yard, and we also have 
lunch and dinner together. He gives me advice on my daily problems like what to do after 
fighting with another detainee. He even wrote on his book the names of people I shouldn’t 
get involved with. He’s good for me cause he has already been in jail in the past and it’s 
always good to have someone that already knows what it’s like, therefore he know the codes
and that kind of stuff. He told me that if I needed something I could just ask him and that he 
would help no matter what it would be. So I asked him if I could have a smartphone because
It would be easier to communicate. He wrote “good idea” and smiled at me.
I really felt that we were finally forming a bond. I don’t know if you can understand this but 
when you’ve been in a prison as long as I have you need to have a shoulder to lean on. It 
gets lonely in here and even though he doesn’t much, I believe that our bond is even 
stronger than if he would have actually talked. Words in the end are useless. As an old 
saying says “ Actions count more than words”. And with Leon it is exactly that. 
I was really glad to see you and I hope to see you again soon. Thank mom again for her 
cake as it was tastier than ever and even though Shayla is mad at me tell her that I love her 
and that I am sorry for not being there for her. 

 Whatsapp  17:04 1st October

Yo Elliot so did you understand what I wrote you about Jones and gustavo’s group ? don’t 
even think about getting in trouble with them, they all have life imprisonment they have 
nothing to lose in here, they already have nothing. Tomorrow let’s play basketball together at
the court yard. 

Whatsapp 17:06 1st October

Yeah understood,  Be ready I will beat your ass at bball court Ahaha.

Dear Elliot,

I am so glad to hear from you. I’m glad you started taking up letters because at least now we
hear from you more often. Mother and Shayla miss you tons. You can’t even imagine. And 
even though it’s in a long time, they await your arrival impatiently. I am also really happy to 
hear about this bond with Leon. I hope he is a good influence on you, though I am not sure 
that telephone idea is very smart as they might catch you with and add years to your 
sentence. But besides that he seems like a good guy, whatever his reasons may be for 
being in prison. He keeps you out of trouble and that’s good, as I don’t want you fighting with
anyone in there as it will lead up to no good and you know that too, so think before doing 
something you might regret. I might not understand what it’s like to be in a prison, but I can 



understand what it’s like to feel alone and to finally find someone you can talk with, well, in 
this case write with. And even though we are outside don’t ever forget that you have us too. 

 Dear Alicia,
I have some terrible news to tell you. You won’t even believe it. Leon today in cafeteria 
defended me against a guy from Gustavo’s crew! He grabbed his pen and stabbed this dude
straight in his stomach. I can’t believe you would do something like that for me! It was so 
moving I feel as if it could have been me! I hope that Leon won’t get into too much trouble 
though. He took a huge risk doing that. Who knows what they will do, he is already going to 
have to stay here for five years, let’s hope they don’t sentence him to more. 
Anyways I hope that everything is okay on your side. I will write to you with more news once 
I have some. 
Till next time.

Dear Gideon 

This is doctor Sam from for the Prisoner : Mr Elliot Alderson Cell n°2234

Diagnostic : schizophrenic, bipolar II, mental disorder, and some depressive crisis ADHD

Prescription advised : Antidepressants, Mood stabilizers, Sedative, Anti-anxiety and Anti-
psychotics. 

Problems encountered : It seems that there were some problems during the last few weeks. 
Mr.Alderson stopped taking his medicines and this caused his hallucinations to become even
stronger. He was caught murmuring to himself as if talking to someone. He then picked a 
fight with another detainee because he was mocking him, calling him guinea pig .They 
started a fight and Mr.Alderson to defend himself tried to stab him with a pen that he has with
him all the time. 

Recent facts on the prisoner : Last month he was put in a cell by himself 


